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On 16th May 1687, Flruz Jang resolved to take the fort by
an escalade during the night. A ladder was fixed against the
bastion and a few of the veterans ascended the ramparts. As
chance would have it, a "pariah" dog that was loitering
about nearby saw them and started barking loudly. This
roused the garrison from sleep. Immediately the assailants
were put to sword and others who were mounting up were
killed by explosive shells.
When Haji Mehrab, a favourite servant of Aurangzib,
came to know of Firuz Jang's escalade, he went to the Empe-
ror early in the morning, without exactly finding out the up-
shot of the affair, to report the success of Firuz Jang's daring
enterprise. The Emperor was still sitting on his prayer-carpet,
reciting his prayers. Anxiously he asked what brought him so
early in the morning. The Emperor on hearing the happy
news ordered the drums of victory to be beaten, but he as
well as others were sorely disappointed when the truth was
known.1
Mirza Muhammad Ni'amat Khan, whose poetical sobri-
quet was cAli, found this event a fit subject for his cynical
writings, both in prose and poetry.2
In September 1687, Ruhullah Khan managed to open
secret negotiations with 'Abdullah Khan, a confidential officer
of Abu'l-Hasan who was in charge of one of the gates of the
fortress. According to their understanding, 'Abdullah Khan
left the gate open in the last watch of the night of the 21st
September 1687, and the Mughal forces entered the fortress.
The drums of victory were beaten and the fortress was cap-
tured. Abu'l-Hasan was taken captive and sent to Daulatabad
to be kept in internment. He was put in charge of Jan Sipar
Khan who escorted him to Daulatabad. The captors seized
the spoils which amounted to 8,51,000 huns, 2,00,50,000
rupees, besides jewellery, gold and silver plate of great value.3
After the reduction of the fortress, Flruz Jang was raised to
the rank of 7,000 zat, 7,000 horse. He was also awarded a
robe of honour, a special suit of armour, and a jewelled staff.4
Now, the Emperor directed that roving parties should be
sent out to annex the territories of the kingdoms of Golconda
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